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The Institute for South-East European Studies of the Romanian Academy 

(ISEES) hosts, starting July 1
st
, 2021, an ERC Advanced Grant, labelled as Grant 

Agreement no. 883219 — TYPARABIC — ERC-2019-ADG H2020, which is 

conducted by Dr Habil. Ioana Feodorov and will take five years to be completed. 

The project is titled Early Arabic Printing for the Arab Christians. Cultural 

Transfers between Eastern Europe and the Ottoman Near-East in the 18
th

 

Century. This is one of the 185 projects financed by the ERC under the Horizon 

2020 Program and the first ERC Advanced Grant won by a Romanian research 

body. In the Social Sciences and Humanities section of the Horizon 2020 program, 

500 proposals were submitted and only 48 projects were selected. 

Its initiator and Principal Investigator, Dr Habil. Ioana Feodorov, has been 

leading the Arabic-studies projects of the Institute for more than a decade. The 

main objective of the TYPARABIC project is to examine the circumstances and 

outcomes of printing in Arabic with Arabic type in the 18
th
 century Greater Syria 

(Syria, Lebanon, and the Holy Land), for Byzantine-rite and Catholic Arabic-

speaking Christians. It addresses the connections between Eastern Europe and the 

Arab Christians of the Ottoman Empire, and the social progress brought by the 

print culture. Arabic-speaking Christians in present-day Syria and Lebanon strove 

to have Arabic books for the clergy and the laity irrespective of their confession: 

Greek-Orthodox, Greek-Catholic or Maronite. The Church of Antioch and All the 

East, whose birth goes back to the introduction of Christianity to Syria, claims an 

Apostolic foundation alongside the Churches of Jerusalem, Alexandria, Constantinople, 
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and Rome. Although subjected to Ottoman authority in different political forms, 

Romanians of the Trans-Danubian Principalities and Arab Christians of Greater 

Syria were in a similar situation in the 17
th
-18

th
 centuries in several ways. Since the 

16
th
 century, Christians of the Patriarchate of Antioch, the only Church where 

Arabic has been used continuously for centuries as the official language, had 

aspired to replace the Church languages, Syriac and Greek, with the vernacular 

one, as a conscious acknowledgement of their Arab cultural orientation. At the 

same time, Romanians were striving to achieve the transition from Church 

Slavonic to the Romanian vernacular, a target that was gradually reached by 

printing the essential liturgical books in Romanian. 
The TYPARABIC project focuses on the transfer of printing technology from 

Moldavia and Wallachia (the Romanian Principalities) to the Ottoman provinces 
for the benefit of the Arab Christians. Second, it aims to yield a systematic, 
detailed inventory of the Arabic books printed in 1701–1800 in the Romanian 
Principalities and Greater Syria. Several other objectives are included: 
circumstances of the opening of Arabic presses in Ottoman-ruled provinces; the 
Antiochian Christians’ ties to Moldavia, Wallachia, and Ukraine; the Western 
European printers’ support to Catholic Arabs; the role of printing in preserving 
Christian traditions and sanctioning the usage of Arabic in the Church; the 
contribution of printing to the Arab Renaissance of the 1820s (Nahḍa). 

Printing in Arabic for the Christians, with Arabic type, beyond the borders of 
Western Europe, progressed in four steps. First, books were printed in Wallachia, 
which comprised Arabic and Greek liturgical texts: a Book of the Divine Liturgies 
(Al-Qondāq al-falāḫī), in Snagov, 1701, and a Book of Hours (Kitāb al-Sā‘āt), in 
Bucharest, 1702. They were the joint work of the hierarch, scholar, engraver and 
printer Antim the Iberian (Rom. Ivireanul, 1650–1716), and Athanasius Dabbās, 
who served as metropolitan of Aleppo between his terms as a Patriarch of Antioch 
(1684–1694, 1720–1724). The second step materialized in 1705, when Dabbās 
founded in Aleppo the first printing press with Arabic type in the Ottoman Empire, 
with tools and knowhow that he transferred from Bucharest. Here he printed, 
between 1705 and 1711, and with financial support from Bucharest and Kyiv, 
eleven books, including, in 1706, the Psalter and the Gospels, and in 1707, the 
Book of the Chosen Pearls (Kitāb al-durr al-muntaḫab), comprising 34 homilies by 
St John Chrysostom. The third step took place forty years later, when Patriarch 
Sylvester of Antioch (1724–1766) printed five Arabic books at Iași, in Moldavia. 
In the fourth step, in 1750, one of Patriarch Sylvester’s disciples, the deacon Yusuf 
Mark, who had overseen the production of Arabic type in Bucharest, founded the 
first print press in Beirut, most likely with the type made in Bucharest. Here he 
printed a Psalter, a new edition of the Aleppo one of 1706, a Book of Hours 
(1751), a second edition of the Psalter in 1753, and, presumably, the same year, a 
Book of the Divine Liturgies. The first Arabic church books printed with the 
Romanians’ contribution were used as a basis for further editions for a whole 
century: e.g., the Book of the Divine Liturgies of 1701 (Snagov) was last reprinted 
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in 1900 in Beirut. An in-depth study of books printed in Beirut could yield a more 
abundant output. 

Presses to be surveyed are as follows: in Moldavia and Wallachia, Snagov 

(1701), Bucharest (1702), and Iași (1743–1747); in Greater Syria, Aleppo (1705–

1711), Deyr el-Shuweyr (1734–1800), and Beirut (1750–1753). Other presses will 

also be considered: Qozhaya (Lebanon), where a Book of Psalms was printed in 

1610 in Syriac and Arabic (with Syriac type), and Istanbul, where a Turkish-

language press worked after 1727 with Arabic type. The corpus under study 

encloses 45 books so far, with probable additions, allowed by studying the large 

book-depositories of Europe and the Levant. These books will be surveyed in terms 

of their content (Greek and Syriac sources, Arabic versions and their authors, 

variations, printing programmes) and their form (formatting, iconography, 

ornaments, artistic influences). The Project focuses on philological and 

codicological themes, addressing print culture, Christian Arabic literature and 

cultural transfers between Eastern Europe and the Arabic-speaking Christians on 

the Eastern Mediterranean coasts. 

The Core Team includes four researchers attached to the ISSEE, two other 

Romanian members, and seven researchers from other countries: France, Lebanon, 

Turkey, Ukraine, and the USA. The names of the Core Team members are well-

known to the scientific community in Europe and beyond: Yulia Petrova, Vera 

Tchentsova, Charbel Nassif, Aurélien Girard, Samuel Noble, and Hasan Çolak. 

The five scientific reunions (conferences and workshops) that will be convened by 

the PI will also bring together in Bucharest colleagues from Russia, Hungary, 

Slovakia, Germany, Italy, Georgia, Lebanon, etc. 

Ioana Feodorov 

PI, ERC Advanced Grant TYPARABIC 
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Research project State, Communities and Nature of the Lower Danube 

Islands: An Environmental History Approach (1830-2020) 

The project is funded by UEFISCDI through PN-III-P4-ID-PCE-2020-1238 
and hosted by the ‘Francisc I. Rainer’ Institute of Anthropology, Romanian 
Academy. 

Team members: Ștefan Dorondel, project director (‘Francisc I. Rainer’ 
Institute of Anthropology and Institute for South-East European Studies), Stelu 
Șerban (Institute for South-East European Studies), Gabriela Toroimac (Faculty of 
Geography, University of Bucharest), Marina Vîrghileanu (Faculty of Geography, 
University of Bucharest), Daniel Cain (Institute for South-East European Studies), 
Alexandra Ion (‘Francisc I. Rainer’ Institute of Anthropology). 

Project link: https://danislandsproject.wordpress.com/ 
 
Islands are vital elements for rivers ecosystem as they are playing important 

hydro-morphological and ecological functions. Islands contribute to water self-
purification and retention of sediments and nutrients, they provide important 
habitats for birds, animals, insects and of a wide variety of vegetation and endemic 
species. Fluvial islands are also vital for tracing the state borders along rivers as 
their hydro-morphological dynamics (including island formation and displacement 
over time) imprints them a “nomadic character”: their movement means the 
movement of borders as well with all its politico-diplomatic implications. Despite 
their apparent “social vacuity”, investigating islands from social sciences 
perspective can bring important contributions to social and environmental history 
field and also to the understanding of local ecologies. 

This project aims at investigating the importance of Danubian islands for 
local riparian communities and for the riparian states (Romania, Bulgaria and 
Ukraine). We particularly look at the role played by the Danubian islands in the 
modern and contemporary history of the relationships between Romania, Bulgaria 
and Ukraine. For different reasons, as we will document within the project, these 
islands are interfering with human’s affairs. We thus consider the hydro-
morphological dynamics of islands to illuminate the regional entangled history of 
the three riparian countries. The research extends on a period of almost two 
hundred years. Since 1830, when the Danubian islands appear for the first time in 
documents as a major issue in setting the border between Walachia and the 
Ottoman Empire, lately Romania – Bulgaria border until nowadays when a new 
alluvial island emerging from the Danube ruined an EU investment in the newly 
built port of Rast (Romania) islands constantly have intervened in riparian 
countries politics and economy. 

https://uefiscdi.gov.ro/
https://danislandsproject.wordpress.com/
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By telling the intricate history of these ecosystems and human societies, we 

will introduce a novel approach for Southeast European historiography and social 

anthropology – environmental history. Furthermore, we will engage with a 

multispecies perspective, by looking at the ways in which social realities are 

shaped in their interaction with natural beings and processes – bacteria and viruses, 

animals and forests, soil and rivers hydrodynamics. 

The Institute for South-East European Studies will bring through research 

activity of Stelu Șerban and Daniel Cain the expertise on the history of intricate 

relationship between Bulgarian and Ukrainian states and riparian population and 

Danubian islands. The Institute for South-East European Studies will also co-

organize the international conference scheduled for 2023. 

Ștefan Dorondel, 

Project Director 
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Research project A Review of the Diplomatic Relations between Islam 

and Christianity: The Ottoman Capitulations to France and England  
in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries 

Project code: PN-III-P1-1.1-PD-2019, directed by Dr Radu Dipratu, 
Senior researcher in the Institute for South-East European Studies. 

 
This project is funded by the Romanian Ministry of Education and 

Research through the Executive Unit for Financing Higher Education, Research, 
Development, and Innovation (UEFISCDI). It is a postdoctoral research project, 
designed to help young researchers who defended their PhD Thesis no more than 4 
years prior to the application. Having a duration of 24 months, Radu Dipratu’s 
project is hosted by the Institute for South-East European Studies between 
September 2020 and August 2022. The project aims to shed more light on the 
capitulations granted by the Ottoman Empire to France and England in the 16

th
 and 

17
th
 centuries. 

The capitulations (‘ahdname) where the fundamental documents through 
which the Ottoman Empire framed its relations with foreign states and 
communities from the 14

th
 century until 1923. Peace, trade, and religious matters 

were all settled through these documents. While thorough analyses of Ottoman 
‘ahdnames have been published for those granted to some European states, notably 
Venice and Poland-Lithuania, the ‘ahdnames issued to France and England, two of 
the most important political and commercial players in the early modern 
Mediterranean, have not benefited up to now from such systematic scholarly work.  

Despite the fact that in recent years scholars have shown a renewed interest 
for the so-called “capitulatory regime”, they have yet to determine some key issues 
such as the precise chronology of the English ‘ahdnames, the apparent absence of 
French ‘ahdnames between 1604–1673, or the complex implications of the Anglo-
French diplomatic and commercial disputes in the Eastern Mediterranean in the 
early 1600s. By turning to original Ottoman-Turkish documents preserved in Paris, 
London and Istanbul, this project aims to clarify these issues and, more crucially, to 
offer some critical editions of ‘ahdnames granted to France and England which, 
despite the fairly rich scholarship, have yet to be produced and historians often rely 
on unsatisfactory, centuries-old translations.  The topmost objective of the project 
is to offer a broad analysis of Muslim-Christian diplomatic interactions in the early 
modern era, imperative to understanding both contemporaneous interactions, as 
well as later developments in the international arena. 

Radu Dipratu 
Project Director 
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Le cinquième programme de recherches scientifiques franco-roumain 
dans le cadre de la mission archéologique « Orgamè », 2021–2025 

Depuis 2010, quatre programmes franco-roumains de recherches 
pluridisciplinaires se sont succédés sous la houlette d’Alexandre Baralis et 
Vasilica Lungu pour étudier la zone lagunaire entre Orgamè et Istros où se situent 
les plus anciennes fondations grecques disposées à proximité de l’embouchure du 
fleuve homonyme (Danube). Les principales institutions engagées dans cette 
coopération – le Musée du Louvre, le centre Camille Jullian (UMR 7299, CNRS-
Université d’Aix-Marseille), l’Institut d’Études Sud-Est Européennes (Académie 
roumaine) et l’Institut de Recherches Eco-Muséales de Tulcea –, ont soutenu une 
remarquable collaboration marquée par le croisement d’études provenant de chercheurs 
et de spécialistes issus d’un vaste champ disciplinaire, par leur participation conjointe 
aux travaux de terrain ou à ceux menés dans les laboratoires de recherches, 
aboutissant à la valorisation des résultats acquis dans des colloques internationaux 
ou leur publication. Cette coopération a accompagné la formation de jeunes 
chercheurs, aboutissant notamment à la réalisation de trois thèses doctorales et de 
plusieurs mémoires de master. La participation de nombreux collaborateurs 
provenant de divers centres de recherches européens, soient-ils académiques, culturels 
ou universitaires (par exemple, l’Institut français d’études anatoliennes d’Istanbul, 
le laboratoire ArAr (Maison de l’Orient et de la Méditerranée de Lyon), l’Institut 
d’Archéologie « Vasile Pârvan » de Bucarest, l’Institut National du Patrimoine de 
Bucarest, le Musée Municipal de Bucarest, l’Institut national d’Archéologie de 
Sofia, les Universités de Paris-Nanterre, Vancouver ou de Bucarest, etc.) a permis 
de former un nouveau réseau scientifique consacré au Pont-Euxin.  

Grâce à un financement de l’Agence nationale de la recherche française 
alloué dans le cadre du programme « Pont-Euxin » (ANR-09-RPDOC-021-01), la 
mission archéologique franco-roumaine « Orgamè, nécropole et territoire » a 
entrepris ses premiers travaux sur le territoire proche d’Orgamè avant d’entendre 
ses recherches aux autres sites du nord de la Dobroudja, parmi lesquels ceux de 
Caraburun-Acic Suat, Baia, Călugăra, Panduru, Zimbru, etc. (Fig. 1), dont certains 
sont venus enrichir la carte archéologique régionale. Les quatre premiers 
programmes de recherche se sont concentrés sur la zone lagunaire istro-pontique, et 
plus particulièrement sur la question de la colonisation grecque dans ce secteur. La 
mise en œuvre de prospections systématiques et de fouilles archéologiques, 
d’études géomorphologiques et palynologiques, de prospections géomagnétiques, 
d’analyses paléozoologiques et macrobiologiques, d’analyses géochimiques 
auxquelles se sont ajoutées études architecturales et céramologiques, témoigne de 
la constitution d’un des pôles de recherche parmi les plus actifs dans le domaine de 
l’histoire et de l’archéologie istro-pontique.   
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Le dernier programme signé en décembre 2020 pour une période de cinq ans 
(2021–2025) entre le Musée du Louvre, l’ISSEE et l’ICEM, s’inscrit dans la 
continuité des précédents et dans un contexte global marqué par un véritable essor 
des recherches menées en mer Noire. Il vise à apporter un soutien scientifique, 
technique, documentaire, organisationnel et financier aux efforts des équipes 
partenaires pour valoriser les résultats des recherches scientifiques développées 
jusqu'à présent à Orgamè et dans le territoire situé au nord d’Istros. A cette fin, une 
nouvelle étape est franchie cette année par la mise en place d’une nouvelle 
collection éditoriale co-dirigée par les trois institutions concernées et par 
l’établissement de nouveaux partenariats scientifiques avec d’autres institutions de 
recherches, à la fois nationales et internationales. Dans le cadre de ce dernier 
programme, un tout nouveau partenariat a été signé avec l’Institut National de 
Recherche et de Développement pour la Géologie et Géo-écologie Marine (GeoEcoMar), 
qui permettra de développer à la fois les recherches géomorphologiques et les 
prospections géophysiques maritimes et terrestres, avec le soutien du Projet 
National de Recherche « NUCLEU, PN 19-20-02-02 ».  

Ce bref survol des activités réalisées dans le cadre des programmes franco-
roumains aux cours de leurs dix premières années d’activité ne prend pas en 
compte ici les multiples recherches que les membres des équipes partenaires ont 
consacrées à ce secteur du Pont-Euxin. Grâce à leur dynamisme, et au soutien des 
organismes scientifiques français et roumains, le Ve programme franco-roumain 
envisage la publication sous format monographique de chantiers archéologiques ou 
d’études collectives, ainsi que l’organisation de réunions scientifiques.  

 

 

Fig. 1. Les établissements grecs et indigènes étudiés dans le cadre de la mission archéologique  
franco-roumaine « Orgamé », 2010–2020 

Vasilica Lungu 
Co-directeur du projet 


